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All men know that they must die. And it is important 
that we should understand the reasons and causes of 
our exposure to the vicissitudes of life and of death, 
and the designs and purposes of God in our coming 
into the world, our sufferings here, and our departure 
hence. . . . It is but reasonable to suppose that God 
would reveal something in reference to the matter, 
and it is a subject we ought to study more than any 
other. We ought to study it day and night, for the 
world is ignorant in reference to their true condition 
and relation. If we have any claim on our Heavenly 
Father for anything, it is for knowledge on this 
important subject.”  
Joseph Smith, History of the Church, 2nd ed., Salt Lake 
City, UT: Deseret Book Co., 1959, Vol. VI, p. 50.



Is the only reason that we need to study this subject because we are 
going to be there some day?

I would say that is one of the reasons, but I would suggest there is 
another big one.

I would suggest it is because the two worlds, the spirit world, are more 
interconnected than we realize.  They help us and we help them.



Questions
1. Where is it?
2. The spirit world is split into prison and paradise.  

A. What is this division like?
B. What causes this division?

3. What does it look like there?
4. How much control does Satan have there?
5. Are there beings with physical bodies there?
6. What do people dress like?
7. What is the interaction between that world and ours, and what restricts it?
8. When we die, what will that change be like for us?

1. What is it like there

9. Will people change and become more righteous with the new knowledge of the 
spirit world? (Is there a second chance to repent there?)

10. What is the means of travel in the spirit world?
11. What is time like in the spirit world?



12. Can they see us?

13. How will we communicate there?

14. How will we learn and remember there?
14_A.  Will we immediately have the veil lifted?

15. What is our purpose there? 

16. (Does the control of things in the spirit world come through priesthood 
keys?)

Questions I have been asked or have asked myself that I have not found the 
answer to:

1. Do those in the spirit world have connection to those in the City of Enoch 
or the city of Melchezedik that was taken?



1) Where is it?
But where is the spirit world? It is incorporated within this celestial system. 
Can you see it with your natural eyes? No. Can you see spirits in this room? 
No. Suppose the Lord should touch your eyes that you might see, could you 
then see the spirits? Yes, as plainly as you now see bodies, as did the 
servant of Elijah. If the Lord would permit it, and it was his will that it should 
be done you could see the spirits that have departed from this world, as 
plainly as you now see bodies with your natural eyes.

Journal of Discourses of Brigham Young chapter 33.



From Gospel Principles

Latter-day prophets have said that the spirits of those who have died 
are not far from us. President Ezra Taft Benson said: “Some- times the 
veil between this life and the life beyond becomes very thin. Our loved 
ones who have passed on are not far from us” (in Conference Report, 
Apr. 1971, 18; or Ensign, June 1971, 33). 

President Brigham Young taught that the postmortal spirit world is on 
the earth, around us (see Teachings of Presidents of the Church: 
Brigham Young [1997], 279).

1) Where is it?



Do the good and evil spirits go together? Yes, they do. Do they both 
inhabit one kingdom? Yes, they do. Do they go to the sun? No. Do they 
go beyond the boundaries of the organized earth? No, they do not. 
They are brought forth upon this earth, for the express purpose of 
inhabiting it to all eternity. Where else are you going? Nowhere else, 
only as you may be permitted

Journal of Discourses of Brigham Young chapter 33.

1) Where is it?



While speaking at the funeral of Elder Thomas Williams, President Brigham Young spoke 
of the spirit world as follows: “How frequently the question arises in the minds of the 
people—‘I wish I knew where I was going!’ Can you find out? Well, you will go into the 
spirit world, where Brother Thomas now is. He has now entered upon a higher state of 
being, that is, his spirit has, than when in this body. ‘Why cannot I see him? Why cannot I 
converse with his spirit? I wish I could see my husband or my father and converse with 
him!’ It is not reasonable that you should, it is not right that you should; perhaps you 
would miss the very object of your pursuit if you had this privilege, and there would be 
the same trial of faith to exercise you, not so severe a path of affliction for you to walk 
in, not so great a battle to fight, nor so great a victory to win, and you would miss the 
very object you are in pursuit of. It is right just as it is, that this veil should be closed 
down; that we do not see God, that we do not see angels, that we do not converse with 
them except through strict obedience to his requirements, and faith in Jesus Christ 
(DNSW, 28 July 1874, 1).

1) Where is it?



2. The spirit world is split into prison and paradise.  
What is this division like?
What causes this division?

The spirit world The scriptures speak of the spirit world as being two different 
places—as paradise at one time, and as spirit prison at another time. But as a 
matter of fact, the spirit world is really just one place; it merely depends on the 
condition we are in when we go there as to what it will be for us. If we go there 
addicted to drugs, bad habits, or evil desires, it will be a prison. Our Heavenly 
Father wants us to be free; he doesn't want us to be in bondage to our appetites 
and passions. Therefore, he has given us commandments that are only 
calculated to make us free. And he tells us that all of his commandments are 
spiritual. (See D&C 29:34.) Never at any time has he given a commandment that 
is not spiritual. Even the Word of Wisdom is a spiritual commandment in that it 
primarily affects our spirits, and certainly it does.

Elder Hartman Rector Jr. October 1970 Conference.



Gospel Principles

The spirits are classified according to the purity of their lives and their 
obedience to the will of the Lord while on earth. The righteous and the 
wicked are separated (see 1 Nephi 15:28–30), but the spirits may 
progress as they learn gospel principles and live in accordance with 
them. The spirits in paradise can teach the spirits in prison (see D&C 
138).

2. The spirit world is split into prison and paradise. 



Gospel Principles

Spirit Prison 

The Apostle Peter referred to the postmortal spirit world as a prison, which it is for 
some (see 1 Peter 3:18–20). In the spirit prison are the spirits of those who have not yet 
received the gospel of Jesus Christ. These spirits have agency and may be enticed by 
both good and evil. If they accept the gospel and the ordinances performed for them in 
the temples, they may leave the spirit prison and dwell in paradise.

Also in the spirit prison are those who rejected the gospel after it was preached to 
them either on earth or in the spirit prison. These spirits suffer in a condition known as 
hell. They have removed themselves from the mercy of Jesus Christ, who said, “Behold, 
I, God, have suffered these things for all, that they might not suffer if they would 
repent; but if they would not repent they must suffer even as I; which suffering caused 
myself, even God, the greatest of all, to tremble because of pain, and to bleed at every 
pore, and to suffer both body and spirit” (D&C 19:16–18).

After suffering for their sins, they will be allowed, through the Atonement of Jesus 
Christ, to inherit the lowest degree of glory, which is the telestial kingdom.

2. The spirit world is split into prison and paradise. 



The prophet Alma in the Book of Mormon taught about two divisions or 
states in the spirit world:

“The spirits of those who are righteous are received into a state of 
happiness, which is called paradise, a state of rest, a state of peace, where 
they shall rest from all their troubles and from all care, and sorrow.

“And then shall it come to pass, that the spirits of the wicked, yea, who are 
evil—for behold, they have no part nor portion of the Spirit of the Lord; for 
behold, they chose evil works rather than good; therefore the spirit of the 
devil did enter into them, and take possession of their house—and these 
shall be cast out into outer darkness; there shall be weeping, and wailing, 
and gnashing of teeth, and this because of their own iniquity, being led 
captive by the will of the devil.

“Now this is the state of the souls of the wicked, yea, in darkness, and a state 
of awful, fearful looking for the fiery indignation of the wrath of God upon 
them; thus they remain in this state, as well as the righ-teous in paradise, 
until the time of their resurrection” (Alma 40:12–14).

2. The spirit world is split into prison and paradise. 



To illustrate, I knew a man who was a member of the Church but had re-
turned to his habit of smoking cigarettes. He said he didn't want to smoke 
but just couldn't help it. Of course, he could have overcome the habit if he 
had really wanted to while he had his body to help him. If the spirit tells the 
body not to pick up the cigarette, the body won't pick it up, and abstinence 
over time allows the Second Bay spirit to overcome the desire. This man 
finally suffered a stroke. His body was paralyzed with the exception of his 
right arm and his eyes. As his son-in- law picked him up from the porch of his 
house, where he had fallen, with the only arm this man could move, he 
reached for the cigarette in his son-in- law's mouth, but he could not hold 
onto it. His son-in-law held the lighted cigarette to the stricken man's lips, 
but in his condition he could not hold it in his mouth. For nine months this 
man lay on his bed. He actually wore out the pocket of his pajamas reaching 
into it for a cigarette that was not there. Then he died and went into the 
spirit world. Do you suppose he still wants a cigarette? On the basis of 
Amulek's statement, he does. But there is just one catch—there are no 
cigarettes in the spirit world. Would you suppose he is in paradise or in spirit 
prison? The answer seems only too obvious.
Elder Hartman Rector Jr. October 1970 Conference.

2. The spirit world is split into prison and paradise. 



If we go back to our mother country, the States, we find there the 
righteous, and we there find the wicked; if we go to California, we there 
find the righteous and the wicked; all dwelling together; and when we 
go beyond this veil, and leave our bodies which were taken from 
mother earth, and which must return, our spirits will pass beyond the 
veil; we go where both Saints and sinners go; they all go to one place. 
3:94.

If the wicked wish to escape from his presence, they must go where he 
is not, where he does not live, where his influence does not preside. To 
find such a place is impossible, except they go beyond the bounds of 
time and space. 2:94.

Journal of Discourses of Brigham Young chapter 33.

2. The spirit world is split into prison and paradise. 



3. What does it look like there?
He also spoke of the buildings he saw there, remarking that the Lord 
gave Solomon wisdom and poured gold and silver into his hands that 
he might display his skill and ability, and said that the temple erected 
by Solomon was much inferior to the most ordinary buildings he saw in 
the spirit world. In regard to gardens, says brother Grant, “I have seen 
good gardens on this earth, but I never saw any to compare with those 
that were there. I saw flowers of numerous kinds, and some with from 
fifty to a hundred different colored flowers growing upon one stalk.” 
We have many kinds of flowers on the earth, and I suppose those very 
articles came from heaven, or they would not be here.

Heber C. Kimball speaking at Jedediah Grant’s funeral.  (Jedediah Grant 
went to the spirit world)



4. How much control does Satan have there?
If we are faithful to our religion, when we go into the spirit world, the 
fallen spirits—Lucifer and the third part of the heavenly hosts that 
came with him, and the spirits of wicked men who have dwelt upon 
this earth, the whole of them combined will have no influence over our 
spirits. Is not that an advantage? Yes. All the rest of the children of men 
are more or less subject to them, and they are subject to them as they 
were while here in the flesh (DBY, 379).

Here [the faithful] shall be perplexed and hunted by him; but when we 
go into the spirit world there we are masters over the power of satan, 
and he cannot afflict us any more, and this is enough for me to know 
(DNW, 1 Oct. 1856, 3).



Brigham Young 

When the faithful Elders, holding this Priesthood, go into the spirit world they 
carry with them the same power and Priesthood that they had while in the 
mortal tabernacle. They have got the victory over the power of the enemy here, 
consequently when they leave this world they have perfect control over those 
evil spirits, and they cannot be buffeted by Satan. But as long as they live in the 
flesh no being on this earth, of the posterity of Adam, can be free from the 
power of the devil.

If we are faithful to our religion, when we go into the spirit world, the fallen 
spirits -- Lucifer and the third part of the heavenly hosts that came with him, and 
the spirits of wicked men who have dwelt upon this earth, the whole of them 
combined will have no influence over our spirits. Is not that an advantage? Yes. 
All the rest of the children of men are more or less subject to them, and they are 
subject to them as they were while here in the flesh.

4. How much control does Satan have there?



Brigham Young (speaking of what the wicked will do there)

Go to the time when the Gospel came to the earth in the days of 
Joseph, take the wicked that have opposed this people and persecuted 
them to the death, and they are sent to hell. Where are they? They are 
in the spirit world, and are just as busy as they possibly can be to do 
every thing they can against the Prophet and the Apostles, against 
Jesus and his kingdom. They are just as wicked and malicious in their 
actions against the cause of truth, as they were while on the earth in 
their fleshly tabernacles. (Journal of Discourses, 3:370)

4. How much control does Satan have there?



Brigham Young 

Those who have died without the Gospel are continually afflicted by those 
evil spirits, who say to them--“Do not go to hear that man Joseph Smith 
preach, or David Patten, or any of their associates, for they are deceivers.” 
(Journal of Discourses, 3:371)

Heber C. Kimball 

If men and women do not qualify themselves and become sanctified and 
purified in this life, they will go into a world of spirits where they will have a 
greater contest with the devils than ever you had with them here. (Journal 
of Discourses, 3:230)

4. How much control does Satan have there?



5. Are there beings with physical bodies there?
Mathew 27:52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of 
the saints which slept arose,

53 And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, 
and appeared unto many.

3 Nephi 23:9 Verily I say unto you, I commanded my servant Samuel, the 
Lamanite, that he should testify unto this people, that at the day that the Father 
should glorify his name in me that there were many saints who 
should arise from the dead, and should appear unto many, and should minister 
unto them. And he said unto them: Was it not so?

10 And his disciples answered him and said: Yea, Lord, Samuel did prophesy 
according to thy words, and they were all fulfilled.



5. Are there beings with physical bodies there?
• D&C 138:12 And there were gathered together in one place an innumerable company of the spirits of the just, 

who had been faithful in the testimony of Jesus while they lived in mortality;

• D&C 138: 16 They were assembled awaiting the advent of the Son of God into the spirit world, to declare 
their redemption from the bands of death.

• D&C 138:38 Among the great and mighty ones who were assembled in this vast congregation of the righteous 
were Father Adam, the Ancient of Days and father of all,

• 39 And our glorious Mother Eve, with many of her faithful daughters who had lived through the ages and 
worshiped the true and living God.

• 40 Abel, the first martyr, was there, and his brother Seth, one of the mighty ones, who was in the 
express image of his father, Adam.

• 41 Noah, who gave warning of the flood; Shem, the great high priest; Abraham, the father of the 
faithful; Isaac, Jacob, and Moses, the great law-giver of Israel;

• 42 And Isaiah, who declared by prophecy that the Redeemer was anointed to bind up the broken-hearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that were bound, were also there.

• 43 Moreover, Ezekiel, who was shown in vision the great valley of dry bones, which were to be clothed upon 
with flesh, to come forth again in the resurrection of the dead, living souls;

• 44 Daniel, who foresaw and foretold the establishment of the kingdom of God in the latter days, never again 
to be destroyed nor given to other people;

• 45 Elias, who was with Moses on the Mount of Transfiguration;

• 46 And Malachi, the prophet who testified of the coming of Elijah—of whom also Moroni spake to the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, declaring that he should come before the ushering in of the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord—were also there.
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• 45 Elias, who was with Moses on the Mount of Transfiguration;

• 47 The Prophet Elijah was to plant in the hearts of the children the promises 
made to their fathers,
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6. What do people dress like?

JSH: 31: He had on a loose robe of most exquisite whiteness. It was a 
whiteness beyond anything earthly I had ever seen; nor do I believe that 
any earthly thing could be made to appear so exceedingly white and 
brilliant. His hands were naked, and his arms also, a little above the wrist; 
so, also, were his feet naked, as were his legs, a little above the ankles. His 
head and neck were also bare. I could discover that he had no other 
clothing on but this robe, as it was open, so that I could see into his 
bosom.



7. What is the interaction between the spirit 
world and ours and what restricts it?
He said to me, brother Heber, I have been into the spirit world two nights in 
succession, and, of all the dreads that ever came across me, the worst was to 
have to again return to my body, through I had to do it. But O, says he, the 
order and government that were there! When in the spirit world, I saw the 
order of righteous men and women; beheld them organized in their several 
grades, and there appeared to be no obstruction to my vision; I could see 
every man and woman in their grade and order. I looked to see whether 
there was any disorder there, but there was none; neither could I see any 
death nor any darkness, disorder or confusion. He said that the people he 
there saw were organized in family capacities; and when he looked at them 
he saw. grade after grade, and all were organized and in perfect harmony. He 
would mention one item after another and say, “Why, it is just as brother 
Brigham says it is; it is just as he has told us many a time.”

Heber C. Kimball speaking at Jedediah Grant’s funeral



Ezra Taft Benson On the other side of the veil, the righteous are taught

their duties preparatory to the time when they will return with the Son 
of Man to earth when He comes again, this time to judge every man 
according to his works. These righteous spirits are close by us. They are 
organized according to priesthood order in family organizations as we 
are here; only there they exist in a more perfect order. This was 
revealed to the Prophet Joseph. (Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson, pp.35-
36) 

7. What is the interaction between the spirit 
world and ours and what restricts it?



8. When we die, what will that change be like 
for us?
Probably, in most cases, the change from mortality to immortality is no 
grater, comparatively speaking , than when a child emerges into this 
world.  We shall suffer no more in putting off this flesh and leavin the 
spirit houseless than the child, in its capacity, does in its first efforts to 
breathe the breath of this mortal life.  

(Brigham Young as quoted in For They Shall Be Comforted p. 45-57 by 
Burton – The Journey from Here to There)



When we pass into the spirit world we shall possess a measure of his 
power. Here, we are continually troubled with ills and ailments of various 
kinds. In the spirit world we are free from all this and enjoy life, glory, and 
intelligence; and we have the Father to speak to us, Jesus to speak to us, 
and angels to speak to us, and we shall enjoy the society of the just and the 
pure who are in the spirit world until the resurrection (DBY, 380–81). 
Brigham Young

8. When we die, what will that change be like for us?
What will it be like there?



9. Will people change and become more righteous with the new 
knowledge of the spirit world?

Is there a second chance to repent there?

Heresy four: There are those who believe that the doctrine of salvation 
for the dead offers men a second chance for salvation.

There is no such thing as a second chance to gain salvation. This life is 
the time and the day of our probation. After this day of life, which is 
given us to prepare for eternity, then cometh the night of darkness 
wherein there can be no labor performed. 

Bruce R. McConkie (1980), BYU devotional, Seven Deadly Heresies



9. Will people change and become more righteous with the new 
knowledge of the spirit world?

Is there a second chance to repent there?
Oh yes, it is possible to repent in the spirit world, although we are given to understand 
that it is much more difficult to repent there because we will not have our physical 
bodies to help us. Also an integral part of repentance is that we must make restitution. 
This means that if you have stolen five dollars, you have to return five dollars to the 
person whom you have robbed. This may be very difficult to do in the spirit world. You 
can also understand then why murder and adultery or fornication are such grievous 
sins; how can you make restitution? Virtue once gone cannot be replaced. Neither can 
a life be restored. It may be very difficult to gain for-giveness for these kinds of sins. 
President Brigham Young said it is a hundred times easier to repent here on the earth 
than it is in the spirit world. By the same token, if we go there in the right condition, it 
is a hundred times easier to learn in the spirit world than it is here in this life. So we 
should do what we can do best where we are. Now is the best time to repent; then will 
be the best time to learn.

Elder Hartman Rector Jr. October 1970 Conference.



10. What is the means of travel in the spirit 
world?

. . . But yonder, how different! They move with ease and like lightning. If we 
want to visit Jerusalem, or this, that, or the other place—and I presume we 
will be permitted if we desire—there we are, looking at its streets. If we want 
to behold Jerusalem as it was in the days of the Savior; or if we want to see 
the Garden of Eden as it was when created, there we are, and we see it as it 
existed spiritually, for it was created first spiritually and then temporally, and 
spiritually it still remains. And when there we may behold the earth as at the 
dawn of creation, or we may visit any city we please that exists upon its 
surface. If we wish to understand how they are living here on these western 
islands, or in China, we are there; in fact, we are like the light of the morning. 
. . . God has revealed some little things, with regard to his movements and 
power, and the operation and motion of the lightning furnish a fine 
illustration of the ability of the Almighty (DBY, 380) (Brigham Young)



11. What is time like in the spirit world?
When the veil which encloses us is no more, time will also be no more (D&C 
84:100). Even now, time is clearly not our natural dimension. Thus it is that we 
are never really at home in time. Alternately, we find ourselves impatiently 
wishing to hasten the passage of time or to hold back the dawn. We can do 
neither, of course. Whereas the bird is at home in the air, we are clearly not at 
home in time—because we belong to eternity. Time, as much as any one thing, 
whispers to us that we are strangers here. If time were natural to us, why is it 
that we have so many clocks and wear wristwatches?

Neal Maxwell Of the Seventy Nov. 27, 1979 • Devotional BYU

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84.100?lang=eng#p99


What are they doing there? They are preaching, preaching all the time, 
and preparing the way for us to hasten our work in building temples 
here and elsewhere, and to go back to Jackson County and build the 
great temple of the Lord. They are hurrying to get ready by the time we 
are ready, and we are all hurrying to get ready by the time our Elder 
Brother is ready. 3:369-370.



12. Can they see us?

Father Smith and Carlos and Brother Partridge, yes, and every other 
good Saint, are just as busy in the spirit world as you and I are here. 
They can see us, but we cannot see them unless our eyes were opened. 
(Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses 3:369-370)



13. How do we communicate there?

Elder Pratt then went on to answer his own question:

I can imagine up one, but it cannot be made practicable here, from the 
fact that the mind of man is unable to use it. For instance, the Book of 
Mormon tells us, that the angels speak by the power of the Holy Ghost, 
and man when under the influence of it, speaks the language of angels. 
Why does he speak in this language? Because the Holy Ghost suggests 
the ideas which he speaks; and it gives him utterance to convey them 
to the people . . . Suppose, instead of having arbitrary sounds, such as 
we have here, to communicate these ideas, that the Holy Ghost itself, 
through a certain process and power, should enable him to unfold that 
knowledge to another spirit, all in an instant. [JD 3:101]



14.  How will we learn and remember there?

President Young stated, “I shall not cease learning while I live, nor when I 
arrive in the spirit-world; but shall there learn with greater facility” (JD 8:10)

Elder Orson Pratt taught that our ability to absorb, comprehend, and 
remember information will be “greatly enlarged” (JD 2:243). He said:

I believe we shall be freed, in the next world, in a great measure, from these 
narrow, contracted methods of thinking. Instead of thinking in one channel, 
and following up one certain course of reasoning to find a certain truth, 
knowledge will rush in from all quarters; it will come in like the light which 
flows from the sun, penetrating every part, informing the spirit, and giving 
understanding concerning ten thousand things at the same time; and the 
mind will be capable of receiving and retaining all. [JD 2:246]



14.  How will we learn and remember there?
My thoughts

So why not wait until then to study math?

We are becoming the person we will be here, without learning and 
growing we will not become sufficient for what we should be.

Every man and woman that has talent and hides it  will be called a slothful 
servant. Improve every day upon the capital you have. In proportion as we 
are capacitated to receive, so it is our duty to do. I shall not cease learning 
while I live, nor when I arrive in the spirit world; but there shall learn with 
greater facility. And when I again regain my body, I shall learn a thousand 
times more in a thousand times less time, and then I do not mean to 
cease learning. (Conference Report, April 1939, p. 102)

Joseph Fielding Smith 



14.  How will we learn and remember there?
14_a. Will the veil be immediately removed?

The veil of forgetfulness of the first estate apparently will not be suddenly, 
automatically, and totally removed at the time of our temporal death. This veil, a 
condition of our entire second estate, is associated with and is part of our time of 
mortal trial, testing, proving, and overcoming by faith— and thus will continue in some 
key respects into the spirit world. (The Promise of Discipleship, p. 111)
We do not now know precisely how God handles things in the spirit world so that life 
there is an extension of walking by faith. Death does not suddenly bestow upon the 
disbeliever full awareness of all reality, thereby obviating the need for any faith. Instead, 
what follows death is a continuum of the basic structure in mortality-until the Judgment 
Day, when every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is the Christ (see 
Romans 14:11; Philippians 2:10; D&C 76:110). Until then, we “walk by faith, not by 
sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7). How will God ensure this condition in the spirit world? We do 
not know. Yet He has certainly so handled the second estate in relation to the first 
estate, hasn’t He? The memories of the first estate are not accessible in the second 
estate. The spirit world will be so arranged that there will be no legitimate complaints 
later over the justice and mercy of God (see Mosiah 27:31; Alma 12:15). Furthermore, 
the gospel, when preached in the spirit world, will bring the same responses as here: 
“some believed the things which were spoken, and some believed not” (Acts 28:24). 
[That Ye May Believe. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1992, pp. 93-94]  Neal Maxwell



. . . Wait until these mortal bodies are laid in the tomb; when we return home to God 
who gave us life; then is the time we shall have the most vivid knowledge of all the 
past acts of our lives during our probationary state; then is the time that we will find 
that this being we call man--this spirit that dwells within the tabernacle, is a being that 
has capacity sufficient to retain all its past doings, whether they be good or bad.

It is, then, this memory that will produce the suffering and the pains upon that class of 
spirits whose works have been wicked and abominable in the sight of God. A spirit, 
then, will remember, that “at such a time in yonder world, and at such a place, I 
disobeyed the commandments of God; I did not hearken to the counsel of those 
whom God had appointed to be my counsellors; I did not give heed to the man of God; 
no: but I rejected his sayings; good counsel was imparted to me, but I did not heed it.” 
In this life, things that may have been erased from your memory for years will be 
presented before you with all the vividness as if they had just taken place. This will be 
like a worm upon the conscience; it will prey upon the spirit, and produce 
unhappiness, wretchedness, and misery. This will cause you to lament, and mourn, and 
weep after you are cast out from the presence of God--from the home to which you 
have returned.           Orson Pratt

14.  How will we learn and remember there?



15. What is our purpose there?
Gospel Principles

Paradise

According to the prophet Alma, the righteous spirits rest from earthly care 
and sorrow. Nevertheless, they are occupied in doing the work of the Lord. 
President Joseph F. Smith saw in a vision that immediately after Jesus Christ 
was crucified, He visited the righteous in the spirit world. He appointed 
messengers, gave them power and authority, and commissioned them to 
“carry the light of the gospel to them that were in darkness, even to all the 
spirits of men” (D&C 138:30).

The Church is organized in the spirit world, and priesthood holders continue 
their responsibilities there (see D&C 138:30). President Wilford Woodruff 
taught: “The same Priesthood exists on the other side of the veil. . . . Every 
Apostle, every Seventy, every Elder, etc., who has died in the faith as soon as 
he passes to the other side of the veil, enters into the work of the ministry” 
(Deseret News, Jan. 25, 1882, 818).



16. What part do priesthood keys play in the 
spirit world?
When men overcome as our faithful brethren have, and go where they 
see Joseph, who will dictate them and be their head and Prophet all 
the time, they have power over all disembodied evil spirits, for they 
have overcome them. Those evil spirits are under the command and 
control of every man that has had the Priesthood on him, and has 
honored it in the flesh, just as much as my hand is under my control.

Journal of Discourses of Brigham Young chapter 33.



Think of the devotion and the faithfulness of those who day after day go 
into these temples and officiate for those who have passed to the other 
side; and know this, that those who are on the other side are just as 
anxious about us. They are praying for us and for our success. They are 
pleading, in their own way, for their descendants, for their posterity who 
live upon the earth, many of whom, because they have been unwise, have 
been betrayed into fighting the Church and kingdom of God and opposing 
those who are its leaders. (Conference Reports, April 1937, pp. 34-35.) 

George Albert Smith 

Those on the Other Side Concerned for us



The spirits of the just are exalted to a greater and more glorious work; 
hence they are blessed in their departure to the world of spirits. 
Enveloped in flaming fire, they are not far from us, and know and 
understand our thoughts, feelings, and motions, and are often pained 
therewith. (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.325)

Joseph Smith

Those on the Other Side Concerned for us



(President Benson told this story – First Presidency Message April 1988 – Ensign)

A son of Bishop and Sister Wells was killed in a railroad accident on October 15, 1915. He 
was run over by a freight car. Sister Wells could not be consoled. She received no comfort 
during the funeral and continued her mourning after her son was laid to rest. Bishop 
Wells feared for her health, as she was in a state of deep anguish.

One day, soon after the funeral, Sister Wells was lying on her bed in a state of mourning. 
The son appeared to her and said, “Mother, do not mourn, do not cry. I am all right.” He 
then related to her how the accident took place. Apparently there had been some 
question— even suspicion—about the accident because the young man was an 
experienced railroad man. But he told his mother that it was clearly an accident.

Now note this: He also told her that as soon as he realized that he was in another sphere, 
he had tried to reach his father but could not. His father was so busy with the details of 
his office and work that he could not respond to the promptings. Therefore, the son 
had come to his mother.

He then said, “Tell Father that all is well with me, and I want you not to mourn any 
more.” 

(See David O. McKay, Gospel Ideals, Salt Lake City: Improvement Era, 1953, pp. 525–26.) 

Those on the Other Side Concerned for us



End of main presentation



I can say with regard to parting with our friends, and going ourselves, that I have 
been near enough to understand eternity so that I have had to exercise a great 
deal more faith to desire to live than I ever exercised in my whole life to live. The 
brightness and glory of the next apartment is inexpressible. It is not encumbered 
so that when we advance in years we have to be stubbing along and be careful 
lest we fall down. We see our youth, even, frequently stubbing their toes and 
falling down. (DBY, 380) (Brigham Young)



• Irrespective of age, we mourn for those loved and lost. Mourning is one of the 
deepest expressions of pure love. It is a natural response in complete accord 
with divine commandment: “Thou shalt live together in love, insomuch that 
thou shalt weep for the loss of them that die.” (D&C 42:45.)

• Moreover, we can’t fully appreciate joyful reunions later without tearful 
separations now. The only way to take sorrow out of death is to take love out 
of life.

Elder Nelson – General Conference April 1992 – Death’s Door. 
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/1992/04/doors-of-death?lang=eng

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/42.45?lang=eng#44
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/1992/04/doors-of-death?lang=eng


• Life does not begin with birth, nor does it end with death. Prior to our birth, 
we dwelled as spirit children with our Father in Heaven. There we eagerly 
anticipated the possibility of coming to earth and obtaining a physical body. 
Knowingly we wanted the risks of mortality, which would allow the exercise of 
agency and accountability. “This life [was to become] a probationary state; a 
time to prepare to meet God.” (Alma 12:24.) But we regarded the returning 
home as the best part of that long-awaited trip, just as we do now. Before 
embarking on any journey, we like to have some assurance of a round-trip 
ticket. Returning from earth to life in our heavenly home requires passage 
through—and not around—the doors of death. We were born to die, and we 
die to live. (See 2 Cor. 6:9.) As seedlings of God, we barely blossom on earth; 
we fully flower in heaven.

• Think of the alternative. If all sixty-nine billion people who have ever lived on 
earth were still here, imagine the traffic jam! And we could own virtually 
nothing and scarcely make any responsible decisions

Elder Nelson – General Conference April 1992 – Death’s Door. 
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/1992/04/doors-of-death?lang=eng

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/12.24?lang=eng#23
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/2-cor/6.9?lang=eng#8
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/1992/04/doors-of-death?lang=eng


• I remember vividly an experience I had as a passenger in a small two-propeller 
airplane. One of its engines suddenly burst open and caught on fire. The propeller of 
the flaming engine was starkly stilled. As we plummeted in a steep spiral dive 
toward the earth, I expected to die. Some of the passengers screamed in hysterical 
panic. Miraculously, the precipitous dive extinguished the flames. Then, by starting 
up the other engine, the pilot was able to stabilize the plane and bring us down 
safely.

• Throughout that ordeal, though I “knew” death was coming, my paramount feeling 
was that I was not afraid to die. I remember a sense of returning home to meet 
ancestors for whom I had done temple work. I remember my deep sense of 
gratitude that my sweetheart and I had been sealed eternally to each other and to 
our children, born and reared in the covenant. I realized that our marriage in the 
temple was my most important accomplishment. Honors bestowed upon me by 
men could not approach the inner peace provided by sealings performed in the 
house of the Lord.

• That harrowing experience consumed but a few minutes, yet my entire life flashed 
before my mind. Having had such rapid recall when facing death, I do not doubt the 
scriptural promise of “perfect remembrance” when facing judgment. (Alma 5:18; see 
also Alma 11:43

Elder Nelson – General Conference April 1992 – Death’s Door. 
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/1992/04/doors-of-death?lang=eng

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/5.18?lang=eng#17
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/11.43?lang=eng#42
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/1992/04/doors-of-death?lang=eng


What Is This Thing That Man Calls Death

By Gordon B. Hinckley

(Ensign, February 2010)

What is this thing that men call death

This quiet passing in the night?

’Tis not the end but genesis

Of better worlds and greater light.

O God, touch Thou my aching heart

And calm my troubled, haunting fears.

Let hope and faith, transcendent, pure,

Give strength and peace beyond my tears.

There is no death, but only change,

With recompense for vict’ry won.

The gift of Him who loved all men,

The Son of God, the Holy One.



Suppose, then, that a man is evil in his heart—wholly given up to 
wickedness, and in that condition dies, his spirit will enter into the 
spirit world intent upon evil. On the other hand, if we are striving with 
all the powers and faculties God has given us to improve upon our 
talents, to prepare ourselves to dwell in eternal life, and the grave 
receives our bodies while we are thus engaged, with what disposition 
will our spirits enter their next state? They will be still striving to do the 
things of God, only in a much greater degree—learning, increasing, 
growing in grace and in the knowledge of the truth (DBY, 379).



If a person is baptized for the remission of sins, and dies a short time

thereafter, he is not prepared at once to enjoy a fullness of the glory 
promised to the faithful in the Gospel; for he must be schooled while in 
the spirit, in the other departments of the house of God, passing on 
from truth to truth, from intelligence to intelligence, until he is prepared 
to again receive his body and to enter into the presence of the Father 
and the Son. We cannot enter into celestial glory in our present state of 
ignorance and mental darkness (DBY, 378–79).



We have more friends behind the veil than on this side, and they will hail 
us more joyfully than you were ever welcomed by your parents and 
friends in this world; and you will rejoice more when you meet them 
than you ever rejoiced to see a friend in this life; and then we shall go on 
from



When we get through this state of being, to the next room, I may call it, 
we are not going to stop there. We shall still go on, doing all the good we 
can, administering and officiating for all whom we are permitted to 
administer and officiate for, and then go on to the next, and to the next, 
until the Lord shall crown all who have been faithful on this earth, and 
the work pertaining to the earth is finished, and the Savior, whom we 
have been helping, has completed his task, and the earth, with all things 
pertaining to it, is presented to the Father. Then these faithful ones will 
receive their blessings and crowns, and their inheritances will be set off 
to them and be given to them, and they will then go on, worlds upon 
worlds, increasing for ever and ever (DBY, 376).



Gospel Principles

They have the same appetites and desires that they had when they 
lived on earth. All spirits are in adult form. They were adults before 
their mortal existence, and they are in adult form after death, even if 
they die as infants or children (see Teachings of Presidents of the 
Church: Joseph F. Smith [1998], 131–32)



Gospel Principles

Family relationships are also important. President Jedediah M. Grant, a 
counselor to Brigham Young, saw the spirit world and described to 
Heber C. Kimball the organization that exists there: “He said that the 
people he there saw were organized in family capacities. . . . He said, 
‘When I looked at families, there was a deficiency in some, . . . for I saw 
families that would not be permitted to come and dwell together, 
because they had not honored their calling here’ ” (Deseret News, Dec. 
10, 1856, 316–17).



1 Peter 4:6 (gospel preached to the dead) 

Moses 7:37–39 (spirit prison prepared for the wicked) 

D&C 76 (revelation about the three kingdoms of glory) 

Luke 16:19–31 (fate of beggar and rich man in the spirit world)

Joseph Smith said only 1 chance.  Only those who haven’t had first 
chance here have in spirit world (See Peter’s Letters – Richard 
Anderson)  Also Bruce R. McConkie emphasized this.



Logan Temple First 100 Years –
Nolan P. Olsen



Logan Temple First 100 Years –
Nolan P. Olsen



There is no cause to fear death; it is but an incident in life. It is as 
natural as birth. Why should we fear it? Some fear it because they think 
it is the end of life, and life often is the dearest thing we have. Eternal 
life is man’s greatest blessing.

If only men would “do his will” [see John 7:17], instead of looking 
hopelessly at the dark and gloomy tomb, they would turn their eyes 
heavenward and know that Christ is risen!

President David O’ McKay (Teaching of the Presidents, Chp. 7)

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/john/7.17?lang=eng#16


Insights into the Spirit World
What Will It Be like When We Die

Daris Howard
daris@darishoward.com

A wonderful reference:
http://emp.byui.edu/SatterfieldB/PDF/Quotes/Spirit%20World.pdf

mailto:daris@darishoward.com
http://emp.byui.edu/SatterfieldB/PDF/Quotes/Spirit World.pdf

